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and a Century of Change
Rebecca McClanahan
Drawing on hundreds of personal letters, artifacts, and documents spanning
more than a century, Rebecca McClanahan reconstructs the daily, intersecting
lives of her ancestors, searching for her own place within the extended family.
The cast of characters is large, the timeline long, but at its center is the Mounts
family, one of the author’s ancestral strands, a hardscrabble band of Midwest
farmers, hunters, trappers, and laborers who migrated to Central Indiana and
Wisconsin during the 1880s. And at the center of this cast of characters is
Bessie, the author’s maternal great-aunt, a strong presence during the author’s
childhood and adolescence. Like Bessie, the other members of the Mounts
tribe survive numerous dark chapters—poverty, war, political upheavals, illness
and accident, filicide and suicide, economic depressions, personal crises, and
global disasters—while struggling to hold tight to the ties that bind them.
Rebecca McClanahan, the author of nine previous books, including
The Riddle Song and Other Rememberings, which won the Glasgow award in
nonfiction, is the recipient of a Pushcart Prize, the Wood Prize from Poetry,
and fellowships from New York Foundation for the Arts, the North
Carolina Arts Council, and the MacDowell Colony.

paperback 978-0-253-00859-6 $22.00 Sale price $15.40
ebook 978-0-253-00867-1 $17.99 Sale price $12.60
“I have never seen the familial panorama captured
as living knowledge in such a moving way. Tragedies
lie alongside daily struggles with McClanahan’s own
formation becoming intuitively known to the reader
as she conjures her knot.”
—Suzannah Lessard, author of The Architect of Desire:
Beauty and Danger in the Stanford White Family

“Rebecca McClanahan has written a magnificent book.…More than a
genealogical trail, this is the story of a distinctly Midwestern family
who captured my heart. I fell in love with, quibbled with, and worried
over these people as if they were my own…”—Lee Martin, author of
From Our House and Turning Bones
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